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                                 Our Spring 2 Learning 
                                  The Woodland 
                                    Life Cycles 

Week No 

Theme 

Book 

Personal, 
Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Communication 
and 

Language 

Physical 
Development 

Literacy Maths Understanding 
the World 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

1. 
Butterflies

 

 
 

Children taste 
food from the 
story and say 
if the like it or 
they dislike it.  

Children answer 
simple questions 
from the story. 
Eg, Who is eating 
the fruit? What 
does the 
caterpillar lay? 

Children 
match 
movements to 
parts of the 
story. Eg, curl 
in a ball like 
an egg, slide 
slowly on 
bellies like the 
caterpillar. 

Children to 
learn the 
rhyme ‘There’s 
a tiny 
caterpillar’. 

Children 
develop their 
early counting 
skills by 
counting the 
fruit from the 
story. Children 
point to each 
fruit as they 
count starting 
to develop 1:1 
correspondence. 

Begin to 
recognise using 
pictures and 
prompts, the 
basic life cycle 
of a butterfly. 
From egg to 
caterpillar to 
cocoon to 
butterfly. 

Children use 
different 
materials to 
begin to 
create the 
butterfly life 
cycle.  

Key vocabulary 
this week 

 life cycle, butterfly, caterpillar, grow, egg 
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2. 
Eggs/Chicks 

 
Pancake Day 
World Book 

Day 
Eggs arrive in nursery 

Children begin 
to talk about 
emotions 
trying to 
understand 
how Chicken 
Licken might 
be feeling.  

Children then 
to practise a 
calming 
breathing 
activity. 

Children begin to 
use new words in 
context learning 
the names of 
different birds. 

Develop fine 
motor skills 
by taking 
hard shells off 
boiled eggs.  

Learn the 
song ‘Chick 
chick chick 
chicken’ 
Children to 
copy actions 
to the song 
using 
movements 
and gestures. 

Children 
compare 
amounts of 
eggs using 
simple words 
such as ‘more’ 
and ‘less’ and 
‘same’.  

 

Explore the life 
cycle of 
eggs/chicks 
using the story 
and pictures.  

Children 
explore their 
voices by 
singing 
 
"If you’re a 
chicken and 
you know it, 
say peep-peep! 
 

Key vocabulary 
this week 

Life cycle, chicks, rooster, hen, incubator, eggs, grow, 

3. 
Humans 

 
Science Week 

 
 
 
 

 

Children 
recognise and 
talk about 
differences 
between 
people as they 
look at the life 
cycle of 
humans. 

Children listen to 
and follow 
instructions to 
follow a simple 
routine.  

Begin to build 
up ball skills 
by throwing, 
catching and 
kicking a ball.  

Children draw 
pictures of 
themselves 
and make 
marks for 
their name on 
their work. 

Comparing 
sizes of 
children using 
tape to 
measure.  

Comparing 
children in 
different 
cultures. 

Experiment 
during different 
science 
experiments. 

Children notice 
patterns on a 
human face. 
Children then 
follow simple 
instructions to 
try to draw a 
face. Eg circle 
for head, two 
eyes etc. 
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Key vocabulary 
this week 

Science, experiment, predict, result, baby, child, grown up, adult 

4. 
Frogs 

 

Tadpoles arrive 
 
 

Children begin 
to explore the 
emotions of 
the tadpoles 
while learning 
a song about 
how a tadpole 
feels to be 
swimming in 
the water. 

Children listen to 
the story of the 
Tiny Tadpole and 
answer questions 
about what is 
happening in the 
story. 

Children 
develop their 
jumping skills 
by practising 
to jump on 
lily pads like 
frogs.  

Use small 
world play 
figures to 
develop play 
around frogs, 
lily pads and 
water. 

Children take 
part in finger 
rhymes using 
fingers to 
count each 
objects. Eg ‘5 
little speckled 
frogs’. 

Beginning to 
learn about the 
life cycle of a 
frog from frog 
spawn, through 
to tadpoles, 
through to 
froglets through 
to frogs.  

Children make 
rhythmical 
sounds using 
a range of 
instruments to 
represent a 
frog jumping 
fast and slow. 

Key vocabulary 

this week 
frogspawn, tadpole, froglet, frog 

5. 

Plants 

 

Exploring and 
touching 
natural 
objects and 
saying how 
they make us 
feel. Eg, soft 
leaves – calm, 

Children follow 
instructions to 
plant a seed in 
soil, use a small 
spade then use a 
watering can to 
water the seed. 

Children use 
their large 
motor skills to 
act out the life 
cycle of a 
plant. Eg, curl 
up as a tiny 
seed, begin to 

Children draw 
flowers for 
Mother’s Day 
adding marks 
for their 
name.  

Children 
compare the 
heights of 
plants using 
strips of paper.  

Children begin to 
learn about the 
life cycles of a 
plant. 

Children 
explore colour 
mixing using 
paint while 
painting cards 
for Mother’s 
Day. 
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Eggs begin to 

hatch 

rough bark – 
frustrated, 
bright flowers 
- happy 

stretch as the 
seed grows 
from seedling 
to plant. 

Key vocabulary 

this week 
seed, plant, leaves, roots, water 

6. 

Easter 

 

Easter Family 

Fun Day Fri 4th 

April 

Children to 
gain 
confidence 
going on a 
visit to the 
Junior School 
to look for 
Easter Eggs.  

Children to hunt 
for decorated 
eggs in the 
nursery and 
make comments 
about the 
patterns they 
see.  

 

Children to 
make dens like 
rabbit 
burrows and 
make 
themselves 
into different 
shapes to fit 
inside.  

Children learn 
repeated 
refrains from 
the story – 
We’re going 
on a rabbit 
hunt. 

Children make 
Crispy Cakes, 
comparing the 
weights of the 
ingredients 

Children learn 
about the 
different 
habitats of a 
rabbit. Eg field, 
hutch, burrow 
etc 

 

Key vocabulary 

this week 
Easter, festival, celebrate, chick, rabbit, egg 
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Our songs and rhymes 

There’s a tiny caterpillar 

If you’re a chicken and you know it 

Emotion tadpole song 

(in addition the children will be learning a range of well 

known and familiar nursery rhymes. We might change the 

words a little bit!) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Saplings Forest School 

Dance with Jo Craven (Heatherlea Dance School) 

Easter Family Day 

Visit to St Andrews Junior School (outdoors) 

 

 


