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                                               Our Autumn 2 Learning 
    The Woodland 

   Festivals 
Week No 

Theme 

Book 

Personal, 
Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Communication 
and 

Language 

Physical 
Development 

Literacy Maths Understanding 
the World 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

1. 
A Festival of 

Light 

 
Diwali 

Bonfire Night 

Remembrance 

Learning how 
to keep safe on 
Bonfire Night 
(at public 
displays and at 
home) 

Building listening 
skills and copying 
gestures and 
words by exploring 
the sounds of 
Bonfire Night. Eg 
crackle, bang, fizz,  

Children move 
in different 
ways just like 
some of their 
favourite 
fireworks, 
rockets, 
Catherine 
wheels and 
fountains. 

Using mark 
making skills to 
create Mendhi 
patterns (linked 
to Diwali. 

Learning to use 
fingers to count 
by taking part 
in finger 
rhymes.  

Exploring 
colourful rice to 
make Rangoli 
patterns, linked 
to Diwali. 

Making simple 
firework 
pictures using 
fingers, simple 
tools and 
paints. 
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2. 
Kindness Week 

 
Children in 

Need 

The children 
use mirrors to 
show different 
basic emotions. 
Happiness, 
sadness, 
tiredness, anger 
etc. 

A focus on the 
word help using 
lots of practical 
examples of how 
children can offer 
help to others and 
how children can 
ask for help 
themselves. This 
includes using the 
Makaton sign for 
‘help’. 

Using gross 
motor skills to 
practise 
throwing bean 
bags into a 
bucket.  

Children begin 
to give meaning 
to marks when 
drawing a 
picture of their 
friend. Eg, this 
mark may be a 
head, this mark 
may be a leg 
etc. 

Using different 
objects to 
compare 
weights. Which 
is heavier, 
which is 
lighter? 

Children to learn 
about differences. 
What difference 
do we have 
between each 
other? I have a 
red t shirt, you 
have a blue one. 
Children to 
comment on 
differences and 
some things that 
are the same. 

Children use 
small tools 
(and their 
hands) to make 
small 
sandcastles 
using different 
buckets. 

3. 
Road Safety 

 

National Road 

Safety Week 

Gaining 
confidence and 
safety when 
out and about. 
Children to 
take a walk 
into the 
neighbouring 
schools playing 
fields to explore 
the nature they 
can see. 

Knowing when to 
STOP. Children to 
use various games 
including musical 
statues to practise 
stopping on a 
command. This 
will support work 
around road 
safety. 

Children will 
negotiate a 
simple, low 
level obstacle 
course to 
support them to 
look where they 
are walking, 
not run, hold 
hands etc to 
support them to 
cross a road. 

Learning the 
words of the 
song ‘stop, look 
and listen’ song 
to support 
children’s 
learning about 
crossing the 
road safely. 

Children to 
begin to notice 
patterns in the 
environment, 
for example 
stripes, spots 
etc. 

Children to 
repeat actions 
they have 
learned. In this 
case, learning to 
cross the road. 
Children to walk 
sensibly, hold 
hands and move 
across the road. 
Children to 
practise this in 
the nursery. 

Developing 
their pretend 
play, children 
to use small 
world vehicles, 
people and 
roads to show 
how to cross 
the road safely. 
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4. 

Being grateful 

 

Begin to build 
the concept of 
sharing with 
our friends by 
using simple 
circle games to 
roll a ball to 
our friends and 
saying their 
name. 

Saying ‘thank 
you’. Using simple 
games, giving 
children lots of 
example of when 
and how to say 
‘thank you’ to 
someone who has 
done something 
for them or given 
them something. 

Doing the 
funky ‘dough 
disco’ to 
develop fine 
motor control 
by prodding, 
poking, rolling 
and patting 
playdough 
while dancing. 

Adults will 
share simple 
stories with 
children about 
when to say 
‘thank you’. 

Children to 
make different 
size towers, 
counting the 
blocks as they 
build. Look who 
has the tallest 
tower? 
 

Give children 
different ways to 
communicate by 
teaching them 
Makaton signs for 
‘thank you’, 
‘please’ and 
‘sorry’. 

Exploring paint 
and paint 
marks with 
brushes by 
painting 
flowers using 
different 
colours. 

5. 

Christmas 

 

Using simple 
games to show 
thanks for gifts 
(linked to the 
Nativity story). 

Listening to, 
recognising and 
making simple 
animal sounds to 
develop listening, 
attention and 
communication 
skills. 

Children to 
practise fine 
motor skills to 
cut out simple 
shapes to 
assemble a 
small 
snowman. 

Children to use 
simple drawing 
tools to draw 
angels. 

Children to 
develop their 
counting 
behaviours by 
pointing to 
each in turn as 
they count 
angels, 
shepherds and 
Kings from the 
Nativity story. 

Children begin to 
notice differences 
between people 
looking at what 
each character is 
wearing. 

Children to 
make 
Christmas 
crafts to take 
home for 
Christmas.  

Children to 
learn and 
practice songs 
to perform on 
the last day. 
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6.Christmas 

 

Grandparents 

Day 

Using a group 
photograph 
game to show 
friendliness to 
other children 
in the setting. 

Learning a small 
range of Christmas 
songs (to be 
performed on the 
last day of term). 

Using fine 
motor skills 
using simple 
tools to make 
biscuits for the 
Christmas 
party. 

Children to 
mark make on 
their pictures to 
represent their 
name.  

Children to 
compare 
quantities with 
simple 
language such 
as ‘more’ or 
‘lots’ when 
saying which 
teddy has got 
more presents. 

Children to 
explore different 
Christmas objects 
using their senses 
including touch 
and smell.  

Objects such as 
pine cones, 
oranges, 
cinnamon etc 

Children to 
make 
Christmas 
crafts to take 
home for 
Christmas.  

Children to 
learn and 
practice songs 
to perform on 
the last day. 

7. 

Christmas 

 

Christmas 

Party 

Performance 

Playing simple 
party games to 
develop 
effortful control 
(waiting for 
their turn). 

Performing 
Christmas songs in 
front of a small 
audience. 

Making 
Christmas 
crafts. 

Children to 
respond to 
pictures and 
words in stories 
by listening to 
and joining in 
with the 
Christmas story 
of this week. 
Can children 
recognise 
Christmas 
objects in the 
story that they 
also have at 
home. 

Children to sing 
number rhymes 
to practise their 
counting. Eg 5 
Little Elves. 

Children to 
continue to 
explore Christams 
objects with 
different 
properties, using 
new language. 

Bauble - smooth  
Tinsel - spikey  
Ribbow- smooth  
Star - pointy  
Wrapping paper - 
crunchy 
 

Children to 
make 
Christmas 
crafts to take 
home for 
Christmas.  

Children to 
learn and 
practice songs 
to perform on 
the last day. 



 

 

 

Page 5 of 5 

 

Our songs and rhymes 

On bonfire night at 5 o clock  

Twinkle, twinkle chocolate bar 

Jingle bells  

When Santa got stuck up the chimney 

Number rhymes such as 3 little speckles frogs, 3 current 

buns, 3 little elves 

(in addition the children will be learning a number of songs 

to perform on the last day) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Saplings Forest School 

Dance with Jo Craven (Heatherlea Dance School) 

Nature walk at St Andrews Junior School playing fields 

Grandparents Day 

Christmas Party Day 

Christmas songs performance 
 


