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                                 Our Autumn 2 Learning 
                                  (3 and 4 year olds) 

                                    Festivals 
Week No 

Theme 

Book 

Personal, 
Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Communication 
and 

Language 

Physical 
Development 

Literacy Maths Understanding 
the World 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

1. 
A Festival of 

Light 

 
Diwali 

Bonfire Night 

Remembrance 

Keeping myself 
safe on Bonfire 
Night 

How to safely 
watch a 
firework 
display. 

 

Following simple 
instructions of two 
and three parts 
(linked to keeping 
safe on Bonfire 
Night) 

Using gross 
motor skills to 
move like 
fireworks 

Using fine 
motor skills to 
make a Diva 
Lamp for 
Diwali 

Children learn 
about the 
features of 
books including 
the title, the 
author, the 
illustrator and 
the blurb 

Children will 
learn phonics 
every week as 
part of their 
literacy 

Children to say 
one number for 
each item in 
order while 
learning a 
Bonfire Night 
song 

Children discuss 
differences 
between their 
own culture and 
others while 
learning about 
Diwali and the 
Festival of Light. 
Children also 
learn about 
Remembrance 

Children make 
firework 
pictures on 
black paper. 

Children also 
learn about 
rangoli 
patterns and 
mendhi 
(Diwali) and 
practice these 
arts.  
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Focus colour: 

purple 

2. 
Kindness Week 

 

 
Children in 

Need 

Finding ways 
to help others 
(linked to 
Children in 
Need) 

What is 
togetherness? 

Discussing ways to 
be a good friend. 

Using our arms 
to practice 
throwing bean 
bags into 
buckets 

Children learn 
the features of 
books including 
the title, the 
author, the 
illustrator and 
the blurb 

Children begin 
to recognise 
words with the 
same initial 
sound 

Making 
comparisons 
between objects 
in terms of 
weight and 
capacity. 
Children will 
begin to learn 
to order items 
according to 
weight and 
capacity 

Children to learn 
about Children in 
Need. What is it? 
What does it 
mean? What can 
we do to help? 

Children to 
begin to learn 
songs to 
perform in the 
Nativity 

 

Focus colour: 

purple 

3. 
Road Safety 

 

National Road 

Safety Week 

Finding out 
ways to keep 
ourselves safe 
when crossing 
the road. 

Listening to and 
following 
instructions to 
make sure we can 
cross the road 
safely. 

Playing a 
traffic light 
game, moving 
in different 
ways in 
response to 
each colour. 

Children learn 
about the 
features of 
NON-FICTION 
books including 
the title, the 
author, the 
illustrator and 
the blurb AND 
the contents 
section.  

Children to 
explore 
different road 
signs and look 
at the different 
2D shapes that 
are used for 
them. Children 
to make their 
own road signs. 

Using Road 
Safety animals, 
children are 
encouraged to 
follow the rules 
of stop, look and 
listen. Can they 
act it out with 
their friends? 

Children to 
begin to 
rehearse their 
lines and songs 
for the Nativity. 

 

Focus colour: 

silver 
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4. 

Being grateful 

 

Showing ways 
in which we 
could show we 
are grateful. 
What does 
being grateful 
mean? 

 

Discussing things 
that we are 
grateful for. 

Using simple 
tools, making 
craft hands to 
shake hands 
with our 
friends. 

Children to 
explore 
rhyming words 
by spotting 
rhyming words 
in simple songs. 
Children then 
to suggest 
different words 
that would 
rhyme instead. 

Children begin 
to learn the 
concept of 
sharing equally 
by using a 
picnic role play 
scenario to 
equally share 
food between 
the guests. 

Children to 
explore the 
concept of 
floating and 
sinking by testing 
a range of small 
objects and 
predicting 
whether they will 
float or sink. 

Children to 
make thank 
you cards to 
say thank you 
to someone 
special 

 

Focus colour: 

silver 

5. 

Christmas 

 

What would we 
like for 
Christmas? 
Showing 
thanks for 
things we 
receive. Linked 
to Nativity 
story. 

Playing the game 
of ‘Who is Father 
Christmas?’ using 
our listening skills. 

Children to use 
their cutting 
and mark 
making skills to 
cut pictures of 
items they 
would like for 
Christmas and 
stick them on 
their stocking. 
Children will 
then practise 
writing labels 
on their ideas. 

Children to 
develop their 
writing skills 
by writing a 
Christmas list 
for Santa.  

Children to 
continue their 
counting skills 
by playing a 
Xmas wrapping 
paper game. 
Children to put 
counters on all 
of the bells, 
then count how 
many they 
have. Then 
count the 
robins etc  

Children to create 
‘reindeer food’ 
using a range of 
bird seed, 
porridge and oats 
to be sprinkled in 
the garden at 
home (this is for 
the birds really!) 

Children to 
continue to 
make their 
Christmas 
crafts 

Focus colour: 

gold 
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6. 

Christmas 

 

Grandparents 

Day 

Working with 
the Christmas 
Elf, find ways 
of being kind to 
others both at 
nursery and at 
home. 

Children play a 
Christmas themed 
listening game 
where several 
objects on a tray 
are discussed then 
children close their 
eyes while one is 
removed. Children 
to talk about 
which item is 
missing. 

Children to 
practice their 
fine motor 
skills making 
Christmas 
crafts. 

Using a 
Christmas 
lights themed 
rhyming 
activity, the 
children will 
develop their 
knowledge of 
rhyming words 
and developing 
a rhyming 
string. 

Children to 
practise their 
subitising skills 
by rolling a 
dice then 
placing that 
many baubles 
on their 
Christmas Tree. 

Children to develop 
their sense of smell 
by closing their 
eyes and smelling 
Christmassy objects 
such as orange, 
candy canes, 
gingerbread, pine 
and cinnamon. 
Children to try to 
describe what they 
can smell and say 
whether they like it 
or not. 

Children to 
continue to 
make their 
Christmas 
crafts. 

Focus colour: 

gold 

 

7. 

Christmas 

 

Christmas 

Party 

Nativity 

The children 
will learning 
and playing 

new games at 
their Christmas 

party. 

The children will 
perform their 
Nativity to 

families at St 
Andrews Church. 

Children to 
practice their 

fine motor 
skills making 

Christmas 
crafts. 

Children will 
also enjoy 

larger 
movements 
dancing at 
their party! 

Children will 
write a 
Christmas card 
to a friend or 
member of their 
family. 

Children to 
recognise then 

recreate 
different 
patterns 
making 
different 

Christmas 
decorations 
using pipe 

cleaners, candy 
canes and 

paper chains. 

Children to retell 
the story of the 
Nativity through 
their performance 
at the Church. 

Children to 
continue to 
make their 
Christmas 

crafts 
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Our songs and rhymes 

On bonfire night at 5 o clock  

The friendship song  

Twinkle, twinkle chocolate bar  

Jingle bells  

When Santa got stuck up the chimney 

(in addition the children will be learning a number of songs 

to perform at their Nativity) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Saplings Forest School 

Dance with Jo Craven (Heatherlea Dance School) 

Visits to Willow Bank Residential Home, Hadfield 

Visit to St Charles Primary School (Craft day) 

Visit to Hadfield Infant School (Xmas performance) 

Visit to Dark Peak Books, Glossop 

Grandparents Day 

Christmas Party Day 

Nativity Performance at St Andrews Church 
 


