
Curriculum Map 2024-25 

 Autumn 1 2024 Autumn 2 2024 Spring 1 2025 Spring 2 2025 Summer 1 2025 Summer 2 2025 

Topic  
 
 

All About Me Festivals Wild Animals Transport Maths Stories 

 

Holidays 
 

The prime areas of learning 

Communication 
and Language 

 

 Use action words 

 Learning new 
vocabulary through 
barrier games 

 Developing auditory 
memory – Simon Says 

 Describing animal 
sounds 

 Use action words 

 Identify initial sounds in 
words 

 Following basic 
instructions 

 

 Know Makaton signs for 
fox, hedgehog, bird, 
happy, sad, penguin, sea, 
fish, share, dragon (and 
selected others) 

 Develops attention skills 

 Develops social 
interaction skills 

 Can detect syllables in 
words 

 Can detect and use 
some rhyming words 

 Can detect elements of 
alliteration by saying 
which word is the odd 
one out. 
 

 Able to recognise 
syllables in words 

 Able to detect use 
some rhyming words 

 Able to detect some 
alliteration and give 
examples of their own. 

 

 Can recognise and count 
syllables in words 

 Recognises and uses 
rhyming words 

 Recognises initial sounds 
in words 

Physical 
Development 

 

 Knowing why I need to 
wash my hands 

 Using appropriate tools 
to select and eat my food 
and drink my drink 

 Moving in different ways 
and freezing 

 Following a physical 
pattern made by a leader 

 Beginning to use a 
comfortable grip to make 
marks 

 Use large muscle 
movements to throw with 
increasing accuracy 

 Hold scissors safely 

 Use a  comfortable grip to 
mark make (mendhi) 

  Use fine motor skills to 
make marks on paper 
(fireworks) 

 Use hands to paint on 
paper (hearts, kindness) 

 Moves in different ways 
(Chinese New Year 
animals) 

 Manipulates playdough 
with one hand 

 Uses tools with some 
control (scissors, digging 
tools 

 Manipulates play 
resources 

 Kicks a large ball with 
some control 

 Demonstrates action 
words 

 Throws and catches a 
bean bag 

 Following and making 
movement patterns 

 Can hold a pencil to 
make marks 

 Uses senses to explore - 
touch 

 Moves in different way 
(obstacles) 

 Can develop balancing 
skills 
 

 Sequencing 
movements to form a 
basic sequence 

 Can use fine motor 
skills manipulate craft 
resources (threading) 

 Uses tools and 
resources and build a 
bridge for the 3 Billy 
Goats Gruff 

 

 Knows how to stay safe 
in the sun 

 Knows how to perform 
activities for Sports Day 

 Knows how to throw and 
catch a ball 

 Knows how to use age 
appropriate tools to 
prepare and eat food 

 Uses fine motor skills to 
make crafts 



Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

 

 Settling into a routine 

 Belonging to a group 

 Knowing the routines of 
the nursery 

 Learning to listen – 
introducing Lola 

 What makes me happy, 
sad, angry or excited 

 What is special about  
me? 

 Know how to stay safe on 
Bonfire Night 

 Know what I can do if I am 
angry 

 Know to say STOP when I 
don’t like it 

 Express my basic my 
needs 

 Know and use some 
simple ways to relax 

 Explain how I feel when I 
am excited 

 Settling (for new 
starters) 

 Knows that someone 
special still loves me 
when they leave me 

 Sharing 

 Knowing and saying if I 
am happy, sad or angry 

 Knows if someone else is 
feeling happy, sad or 
angry 

 Knows some ways to 
resolve conflict 

 Can talk about why their 
Mum (or close relative) is 
special 

 Shows more confidence 
in managing feelings 

 PANTS – NSPCC, knows 
that private parts are 
private 

 Knows how to use 
kind/safe touch 

 Recapping, reaffirming 
nursery rules 

 Staying safe when out 
in the community 

 I know and can say 
what I am good at 

 I know and can say 
one thing I need to get 
better at 

 I can set myself a goal 
to get better at 
something 

 I know how I have 
changed since being a 
baby 

 I can say how change 
makes me feel 

 I can talk about my new 
school and how I feel to 
be moving there 

 I know that my feelings 
can affect my behaviour 

 Knows how to stay safe 
when out and about 

 Saying goodbye (moving 
to new school) 

The specific areas of learning 
 

 

Literacy 

 
 Know the story ‘Lulu 

Loves Nursery’ 

 
 Knows the story ‘The 

Colour Monster’ 

 
 Know the story ‘My 

Family’ 

 
 Know the story  ‘Frog 

Olympics’ 

 
 Know the story  ‘When 

we grow up’ 

’  

 Know the story  ‘The 
Leaf Thief’ 

 

 
 Know the story ‘Rama and 

Sita’ 

 
 How to fill my bucket 

(kindness) 

 
 Know the story ‘Little 

Glow’ 

 
 Know the Christmas Story 
 

 Tales Toolkit 
 

Our Rhymes 

 Its Diwali 

 Firework song 

 10 little friends 

 I can play 

 One little candle 

 
 Know the story ‘The Fox 

in the Dark’ 

 
 Know the story ‘Owl 

Babies’ 

 
 Know the story ‘The 

Emperor’s Egg 
 

 
 Know the story 
‘Commotion in the 

Ocean’ 
 

 
 Know the story ‘Dat’s 

New Year’ 

 
 Know the story ‘Astro 

Girl’ 

 
 Know the story ‘Dora’s 

Eggs’ 

 
 Know the story ‘The Bus 

is for us!’ 

 
 Know the story ‘Little 

Rabbit Foo Foo’ 
 

 Tales Toolkit 
 

Our Rhymes 

 10 little aeroplanes 

 5 little men in a flying 
saucer 

 I’m a little chick 

 Zoom, zoom, zoom 

 
 Know the story 
‘Goldilocks and the 

three bears’ 

 
 Know the story ‘The 

enormous turnip’ 

 
 Know the story ‘The 
three billy goats gruff’ 

 

 
 Knows the story of 

‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ 

 Tales Toolkit 
 

Our Rhymes 

 When Goldilocks went 
to the house of the 

bears 

 
 Know the story ‘You 

Choose’ 

 
 Know the story ‘Maisy 

Goes on Holiday’ 

 
 Know the story ‘Spot 

Goes on Holiday’ 

 
 Know the story ‘Maisy 

Goes Camping’ 
 

 Tales Toolkit 

 
 

Our Rhymes 

 We’re all going on a 

summer holiday 
 The sun cream song 

 The wheels on the bus 



Our Rhymes 

 If you’re happy 

 Clap, clap, clap your 
hands 

 Tommy Thumb 

 Families are all different 

 If you’re happy and you 
know it 

 Autumn leaves are 
falling down 

 A hedgehog is very 
prickly 

 

 

 
 Know the story ‘Rumble 

in the Jungle’ 
 

 Tales Toolkit 
 
 

Our Rhymes 

 A Hedgehog is very 
prickly 

 Two little Dickie Birds 

 My turn, your turn 

 1,2,3,4,5, Once I caught 
a fish alive 

 Kung Hei Fat Choi 

 5 Little Monkeys 

 See the bunnies 
sleeping 

 Eid Mubarak 
 5 little beans in a 

bean pod pressed 
 Beanstalk growing tall 
 Show your muscles 

 Summer clothes song 

 The waves in the sea 

 10 fat sausages 

 
Maths 

 Join in with number 
songs 
 Beginning to subitise up 
to 3 objects 
 Sorts objects into 
groups 
 Talks about simple 
patterns 
 Explores 2D shapes 
 Counts out a number of 
objects up to 3 
 I can say which group 
has more/fewer 

 Talks about patterns 
 Creates own patterns 
 Says number names in 
order for 1-5 
 Solves simple problems 
 Explores symbols and 
marks to represent 
numbers 
 Knows the last number 
counted is the total 
 Counts out small 
quantities 
 Explores weight through 
baking 

 

 Uses 1:1 
correspondence 
 Subitising numbers up 
to 5 
 Counts things that 
cannot be touched (eg 
jumps) 
 Uses fingers to 
represent numbers 
 Recognises simple 
repeating patterns 
 Begins to continue and 
create simple repeating 
patterns.  

 Counting to 5 and 
beyond 
 Understands and uses 
some positional language 
(in front, behind, next to, 
on, under, between) 
 Uses language related 
to shape 
 Can subitise up to 3 
objects 
 Talks about simple 
sequences of events 

 Know how to order by 
size using relevant 
language (small, 
medium, large (big)) 

 Can use shapes in 
construction 

 Know how to order by 
capacity 

 Can begin to solve real 
world maths problems 
using subitising 

 Know how to order by 
height, using language 
tall(er) and short(er) 

 Uses some positional 
language (over, under 
etc) 

 Knows how to compare 
size using relevant 
language 

 Knows how to show 
numbers up to 5 on 
fingers 

 Knows how to count 
actions 

 Knows how to count up 
to 5 objects 

 Can represent numbers 
using objects, fingers or 
actions 

 Knows some names for 
2D shape and can talk 
about properties 



 
 

Understanding 
the World 

 Knows and says which 
smells are liked and 
disliked 
 Use my senses to say 
what I can see, hear, 
smell and touch 
 Can say some ways I 
have changed since being 
a baby 
 Can say some things I 
liked as a baby and some 
things I like now 
 Show an interest in 
some occupations 
(farming – harvest) 
 Talk about what see, 
hear and smell on an 
autumn walk 
 Listens to stories based 
on Black History Month 

 Know and talks about 
ways children celebrate 
Diwali 
 Knows and talks about 
Remembrance 
 Develop positive attitudes 
about the differences 
between themselves and 
others (Children in Need) 
 Knows that countries 
have flags 
 Knows and talk about 
how children celebrate 
Hanukkah 
 Knows and talks about 
ways in which Christmas is 
celebrated 

 

 Talks about some of the 
ways in different 
countries celebrate  - 
Lunar New Year 

 Knows names and 
features of native 
animals 

 Knows names and 
features of animals in 
polar regions 

 Knows names and 
features of some garden 
birds 

 Knows names and 
features of some animals 
from under the sea 

 Begins to develop an 
understanding of 
lifecycles (chicks) 
 Knows why we  
celebrate Easter 
 Developing care for 
living creatures (chicks) 
 Makes predictions 
about the result of 
experiments 
 Talks about how planes 
fly 
  

 

 Can talk about the 
differences between 
night and day. 

 Can begin to talk 
about what a King is 
and what it means to 
have a Coronation. 

 Explores materials and 
uses some relevant 
vocab (eg smooth, 
rough, hard, soft etc) 

 Knows and can talk 
about plant growth and 
knows some of the 
things that plants need 
to grow (eg water) 

 Can talk about basic 
forces (push, pull) 

 Knows and can talk 
about a world map 

 Knows and can talk 
about different types of 
holidays 

 Knows and can talk 
about different types of 
transport 

 Knows what to take on 
holiday 
 

 

 
 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

 Exploring self portraits 
 Explores a range of 
mark making tools 
 Takes part in pretend 
play 
 Begins to use simple 
shapes to represent 
people – family 
 Begins to show emotion 
in drawings (happy/sad) 
 Explores instruments 
and ways to play them 
 Explores different 
textures 

 Explores and manipulates 
clay 
 Explores different 
painting techniques 
 Creates own music and 
can say how it makes me 
feel 
 Explores the work of 
famous artists 
 Explores creative 
materials developing ideas 
of what to make 
 Play imaginatively with 
my friends and begin to 
create stories 

 Develops story telling 
through small world play 
 Knows new creative 
techniques weaving and 
mask making 
 Uses drawing to 
represent ideas 
 Knows how to join some 
different materials 
 Uses different media to 
create animals and birds 
 Can decide which 
materials to use for a 
given task 

 Can use shapes to 
represent objects 

 Can add detail to 
drawings  

 Can use some 
instruments to express 
ideas 

 Can explore some 
artistic techniques 
(marbling) 

 Able to use some joining 
materials 

 Can develop imaginative 
play 

 Knows some ways to 
join materials together 
 Will experiment with 
colour mixing 

 Can role play whole or 
parts of traditional 
tales 
 Can explore art and 
craft from other 
cultures 
 Can share creative 
ideas 

 Plays imaginatively with 
others 

 Expresses ideas through 
art/music/modelling 

 Develop new ideas 
through an artist study – 
Andy Goldsworthy 

 Uses a range of media 
and materials to express 
ideas 

 Knows how to add detail 
to drawings 

Our safeguarding curriculum 

Safeguarding 

 Knows that they belong 
to a group 
 Knows the nursery rules 
 Knows who to go to if 
they need help 

 Staying safe on Bonfire 
Night 
 Know what to do if I am 
angry 
 Saying ‘STOP’ to someone 
when I don’t like what they 
are doing 

 Plays safely with nursery 
resources (new starters) 

 Know how to share with 
others 

 Begins to recognise the 
needs of others and who 
to tell if they are worried 

 Uses kind hands 

 Knows some steps to 
take to resolve conflict 

 Shows more confidence 
in managing feelings 

 Understands nursery 
rules 

 Staying safe when out 
in the community 

 

 

 I can talk about my new 
school and how I feel to 
be moving there 

 Knows how to stay safe 
when out and about 

 



 Knows how to ask for 
help 
 Knows what makes me 
happy/sad/angry 
 Can communicate in 
ways other than spoken 
language 

 Being kind to others (Anti-
bullying) 
 Stranger Danger (visit 
from PCSO) 

 Internet safety (age 
appropriate) 

 Nursery hotspots 

 PANTS – NSPCC, knows 
that private parts are 
private 

 Knows how to use 
kind/safe touch 

Extra-curricular activities 

Extra 
Curricular 

Dance with Jo Craven 
Autumn Walk 
Visits to Willow Bank 
residential Home 
Forest School at St Charles 
Primary Academy 

Dance with Jo Craven 
Autumn Walk 
Visits to Willow Bank 
residential Home 
Visit from PCSO – Stranger 
Danger 
Christmas Party 
Nativity at St Andrews 
Church 
Grandparents Day 
 

Dance with Jo Craven 
Visits to Willow Bank 
residential Home 
Baking 

Dance with Jo Craven 
Visits to Willow Bank 
residential Home 
Egg hatching/chicks 
World Book Day 
Mother’s Day 

Dance with Jo Craven 
Forest School 
Visits to/from Willow 
Bank residential Home 
Eid Party 
 

 

Dance with Jo Craven 
Visits to Willow Bank 
residential Home 
Sports Day 
Leavers Assembly 

 


